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Notes from the President

 February 15, 2008
 
Convention
 
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site - new update posted today! 
 
 
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Billingsley’s in Montana called Scott Marvin this week to inform him of a special hunt they are offering this year and would like OC to market the spots.  

Here is the special: 
Jay Billingsley is the son of Jack and Andie Billingsley. Jay personally is now offering a special hunt package for both archery and rifle deer hunting enthusiasts. Here are the particulars…

Archery

· 2 archery hunters
$1,500 per person (call on dates)

· Includes semi guided hunt with lodging

· Antelope included!

· 5 day hunt

· Landowner tag (draw tag with high success of draw!) $343.00

Rifle

· 2 rifle hunters $2,250 per person Nov 26–30, 2008

· Lodging, meals and guide included

· Landowner tag (draw with high success of draw!) $343.00

This is a landowner draw which restricts you in that you must hunt on that landowner land. With only 2 archery and only 2 rifle hunters allowed, you have a very high probability of draw success and harvest success. This is Milk River country. This is a tremendous value for the quality of animals you will be hunting. 

You must act now to meet the March 15th draw/application deadline. We can put you in touch with Jay Billingsley to answer your questions.

*not included: taxes, gratuities, meat processing, meals on archery hunt and antelope tag on archery hunt.

**2 person maximum and minimum
Scott then gave me his thoughts on this special deal:

Jay is Jack's son. The land is Jay’s land. Jack and Andie have the outfitting business and Jay guides for them and works the ranch. Everything is run out of Billingsley's camp. The meals, lodging, etc are all the same as Billingsley Outfitter hunts. The issue is that the landowner tags are restrictive in that you can only hunt on the landowners land.  The hunt price is very attractive and the tag costs are very attractive.
------------
Last week in Vegas at the Shot Show, I spent some time with Buzz Cox of High Lonesome Ranch in Colorado.  He had recently met Steve Ellenson and Frank Calta (OC-MN) in Minnesota at the Pheasant Fest show.  Buzz and I worked out arrangements to bring High Lonesome Ranch on board with OC.  High Lonesome is a very well known ranch in Western Colorado and offers top notch trips for fishing, upland hunting and big game.  You can check out their site at: www.thehighlonesomeranch.com  We can sell all of their trips, however the elk and mule deer hunts are booked a year or two out at least and the current year clients always have first shot to rebook.  They will be paying OC a 20% commission across the board – just what we like.   This is a corporate minded facility and should offer great cast n blast opportunities as well.  We will inspect either this summer on a fly fishing trip or this fall on a cast n blast. 

------------
The DAT was at work this week as well and Larry Boll (OC-WI) finalizing plans to bring Totem Resorts to the OC system.   Totem is very well known in the fishing circles of NW Ontario and offers a new angle for us with the ability to handle large corporate groups at a drive to destination.  They offer many different packages and you can check out their information at www.totemresorts.com  They will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect in June on a fishing trip.

There have been new notes posted on the Beaver Creek page of the agent’s site for the info pack.
Inspection Trips Needing Filled

We are in the time of the year that brings many new inspection trips to OC franchise owners.  The only way we can get these trips done and bring these new places on board is if we have FO’s willing to fill the spots.  We all want new and unique trips to offer, but we have to inspect them to do that.  Please take a good look at these trips as they come up and if you can take them - JUMP IN!!

The inspection trip has been set to Alaska Good Time Charters.  The yacht can hold 6 people and what they have offered us is the whole boat for the price of 4.  A four day trip is priced at $2,250 each and thus our cost will be a total of $9,000 for the four day trip for our group of six OC franchise owners - making it $1,500 per person.  The dates are July 7-11, 2008.  Please let me know ASAP if you want to join this trip.  Doug Lemke (OC-PA) and Terry Rhiengans (OC-MN) have already confirmed.  We need four more to get the rate to $1,500.  For more information check out their site at www.goodtimecharters.com
The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  If we get less than that, then the price will adjust accordingly (you can see their rates on the web site).   Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA) and Frank Calta (OC-MN) have reserved their spots so far.
HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND and good luck at the shows.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
